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Dear friends, 

This Sunday is traditionally called Good Shepherd Sunday.  Our Gospel reading will be John 10:1-10.  Jesus often spoke in rural images that were understood by the people he addressed. Even though we are not as acquainted with these pictures today, they still can say a great deal to us, even in our modern, urban, industrialized world. One image that Jesus used was of a shepherd.   Palestine was largely a pastoral region.  Shepherds were commonplace.  When Jesus says “good” shepherd he is referring to more than the skill it took to be a shepherd. He was using the word in much the same way we would refer to a doctor.  He is a “good” doctor.  One that is known not only for his skill but also for his sympathy, kindness and grace.  The title describes the quality that makes him beautiful and appealing. 

What are the outstanding characteristics of this Good Shepherd?

1. He cares for you.

On one occasion Jesus and His disciples traveled to the other side of the Sea of Galilee by boat. Jesus went to sleep in the stern. A big storm came up, the waves crashing into the boat.  It was about to sink. The disciples rushed to Jesus, “Don’t you care if we drown?” Jesus got up, rebuked the wind and calmed the waves. Jesus cared for those men. He did not want them to drown. He did not want them to suffer. He cares!

2. He knows you.

The Palestinian shepherds raised sheep for wool rather than for food.  Sheep were usually with a shepherd for years and were often known by descriptive names like “Brown-leg” or “Black-ear.” The shepherds knew each sheep, every one of them.  Jesus our Good Shepherd know us.  He calls us by name! 
But now, O Jacob, listen to the LORD who created you. O Israel, the One who formed you says, "Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are Mine.” (Isaiah 43:1 NIV)    

3. He died for you.

A good shepherd places his body between the sheep and vicious animals. He will die protecting the sheep.  Jesus, the Good Shepherd, gave his life for us.  Jesus clearly affirmed the sacrificial nature of his death. His sacrifice was:

· A voluntary sacrifice (John 10:18). No one took Jesus’ life; He willingly and voluntarily gave it up for us.

· A vicarious sacrifice (John 10:15). Jesus did not die as a martyr, killed by men; He died as a substitute, willingly laying his life down for us.

· A victorious sacrifice (John 10:17). Jesus did die, but He also rose again. The tomb is empty. We serve a risen, victorious Savior, our Good Shepherd.
Jesus sacrificed His life in order that we might be saved.  This is the love and grace of God in action. These characteristics of the Good Shepherd simply say what a Savior is!  Jesus is the Good Shepherd, a caring Shepherd, an understanding Shepherd, a sacrificial Shepherd, our Savior! 
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Our Good Shepherd, Jesus has given us a great example of love.  He also encourages us to share that love with others.  He cares for us.  In the same way we are encouraged to care for one another.  In doing so, we can demonstrate the love Jesus has for us all.  
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:9-10   

Family Tragedy 

The Micah Shaw family, who live in our Grover community, suffered a tragedy this week.  There was a house fire and they lost everything.  Fortunately, they were not hurt.  Jennifer Klimek, and Ellen Liptak have offered to help coordinate donations for the family.  The family is currently staying in a hotel in Marinette. There is an account set up for donations at Peshtigo National Bank. 
Micah and Yvahn Shaw have two children, Mark and Nathaniel.  They are taking donation of no-perishable food items (for now) and clothing as well as donations at the bank.   Micah wears size 9 men’s shoe, xl shirt, 33x32 pants. Yvahn wears a 10 1/2 wide shoe, 3x shirt, size 18 pants.  Mark wears size 10 clothes, Nathaniel wears size 4T clothes and size 8 shoes.  If you want to donate, please contact Jennifer Klimek (715) 923-9080, Ellen Liptak (715) 938-1193 or Peshtigo National Bank.
Bulletin Notes:

100th Anniversary Celebration of the Church Organ 
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A Committee for celebrating the 100th Anniversary of our Church Organ is being assembled.   They will help plan the program for this special Celebration to be scheduled in February, 2021.   Erin Pape has volunteered to chair this organizing committee.  If you would like to help with the planning and implementing of this celebration, please contact Erin at erinpape@gmail.com or 262-352-8762.   

Pastor Daniel Sargent

